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Best Western and Winters Mill High School 

 

 

 

 

Organized by: 

Maryland Agriculture Teachers Association & Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation, Inc. 

Summary of  2009  
Agricultural Educatorsõ  

Technical Update 
 



 
Tuesday   July 7th at Winters Mill High School  
12:00 to 12:55 Pesticide Update with Sam Roop        
1:00 to 1:55 Pesticide Safety with Ed Crow       
2:00 to 2:30 Registration for Conference and Break     
2:30 to 3:00 Session I  Welcome to Conference     
3:00 to 3:50 Communities of Practices Work Session with Aaron Geiman,  Heather Schaefer and Sarah Shriner  
3:55 to 4:55 MATA Business Meeting       
5:00 to 6:00 Regional Meetings (please bring your calendar)   
7:15 to 7:45 Picnic at Carroll County Farm Museum  
7:45   Town Hall and Team Building Activities at Carroll County Farm Museum 
 
Wednesday   July 8th at Winters Mill High School   
7:00 to 7:55  Breakfast at Winters Mill High School      
8:00 to 9:30  Session II (participants will rotate through each workshop) 

§ Livestock Judging with Bruce and Claire Bennett  
§ SAE Record keeping with Aaron Geiman       

9:50 to 11:20 Session II (participants will rotate through each workshop) 
§ Livestock Judging with Bruce and Claire Bennett   
§ SAE Record keeping with Aaron Geiman   

11:25 to 12:25 FFA Update  with Matt Koerner & State Officers    
12:30 to 1:00 Lunch  and Ideas Unlimited presentations    
1:00 to 1:45 MATA Business Meeting        
1:50 to 3:20  Session III (participants will rotate through each workshop) 

§ National Chapter Award and POA with Kevin Keith  
§ Vegetable Judging with Clare Linfield       

3:40 to 5:10  Session III (participants will rotate through each workshop) 
§ National Chapter Award and POA with Kevin Keith  
§ Vegetable Judging with Clare Linfield   

6:30 to 8:30 Luau Dinner at Best Western Conference Center 
 
Thursday July 9th at Winters Mill High School and Bear Branch Nature Center 
7:00 to 8:00 Breakfast  at Winters Mill High School 
8:05 to 8:45   Session IV (participants will rotate through each workshop) 

§ Proficiency Applications with Aaron Geiman   
§ CAERT Professional Development  with Karen Breeding   

8:50 to 9:30   Session IV (participants will rotate through each workshop) 
§ Proficiency Applications  with Aaron Geiman   
§ CAERT Professional Development  with Karen Breeding  

9:55 to 12:25    Session V (participants will choose one workshop to attend) 
Make and Take Horticulture with Terry Adkins  
Make and Take Animal Science with Diane Safar  
Make and Take Agriculture Mechanics with Sam Roop and Jon Reinecker 
Make and Take CAERT with Karen Breeding   

12:45 to 1:55  Lunch with MAEF Updates 
2:20 to 4:30  Geo-caching with Thomas Walker 
4:35 to 5:30 MATA Business at Bear Branch       
6:30 to 8:00  Dinner on your own 
 
Friday   July 10th at Best Western Conference facility 
8:00 to 10:00  Awards Breakfast      
10:05 to 11:05  Supervisor meeting      
10:05 to 10:30 University Updates with Leon Slaughter    
10:35 to 11:00 MSDE Updates with Kathy McNerney    
11:05 to 12:00 MATA Final Session & Wrap Up     
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          2009 Summer Conference Participants  

Lee Heavner Fort Hill High School Allegany 

Heather M. Schaefer Hereford High School  Baltimore 

Anna Warner Hereford High School  Baltimore 

Frederick H. Doepkins Hereford Middle School Baltimore 

Becky Brown Caroline Career and Technology Center Caroline 

Cole Bishop Conference Intern Caroline 

Kimberly Moyer  Century High School  Carroll 

Joe Linthicum Francis Scott Key High School Carroll 

Patrick G. White Francis Scott Key High School Carroll 

Clare Linfield Liberty High School Carroll 

Katy MacLeod Liberty High School Carroll 

Aaron Geiman North Carroll High School Carroll 

Mark E. Smith North Carroll High School Carroll 

Richard Weaver North Carroll High School Carroll 

Terry Adkins  South Carroll High School  Carroll 

Diane Safar Winters Mill High School Carroll 

Kyle Olsen Stethem Center Charles 

Mike Harrington Brunswick High School Frederick 

Diane Ogg Catoctin High School  Frederick  

Ed Mayne Frederick High School Frederick  

Amy Jo Poffenberger Frederick High School Frederick  

Doug Hering Frederick Career and Technical school Frederick 

Carroll Shry Frederick Career and Technical school Frederick  

Robert Beavan Middletown High School Frederick 

Sarah Shriner  Middletown High School Frederick 

Pat Beachy Linganore High School  Frederick  

Tom Hawthorne Linganore High School  Frederick  

Teresa Stevens  Tuscarora High School Frederick 

Heather Brennan Urbana High School Frederick 

Greg Stull Walkersville High School  Frederick  

Sarah Welty Walkersville High School  Frederick 

Sara Kreh Conference Intern Frederick 

Kimberly Ann Fogle Conference Intern Frederick  

Rick McCrobie Northern High School Garrett 

Steve Kisner South Garrett High School Garrett 

Janine Bruce Arrow Center for Education Harford 

Naomi Knight Harford Technical High School Harford 

Dené K. Bruce    North Harford High School  Harford 

Holly Woodward North Harford High School  Harford 

Kristy Brewer Conference Intern Montgomery 

Lori Mayhew Damascus High School Montgomery 

Susan Sanger Queen Anne's County  High School  Queen Anne 

Keith Good  Retired MATA member Somerset 

Steven Garland Boonsboro High School Washington 

Mark Heavner Boonsboro High School Washington 

Susan Lowery Clear Spring High School Washington 

Terrie Shank Clear Spring High School Washington 

M. Cody Pine Smithsburg High School Washington 

Warren Lee Ruark Smithsburg High School Washington  

Will Warren Worcester Technical High School  Worcester 



Detail of  Sessions 

All comments are the direct writing of the teachers from 
summer conference.  
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Communities of  Practice  
Presented by Heather Schafer 
Recorded by Kristy Brewer 
July 7, 2009   3:00 ð 3:50 pm 

Heather started off by showing the Communities of Practice (CoP) web video from the National Association of Agriculture Educators 

(NAAE) website.  CoP is a social networking site just for Ag educators where you can share ideas, lesson plans, blogs, questions, etc.  

CoP was started in September of 2007.   How does CoP work?  Content is organized by topic area and the entire site is searchable for 

easy access.  òCommunitiesó are such areas as floral design, animal science, SAE, etc).   

To reach the CoP website go to www.naae.org. Once you reach the main site find the òlinksó heading (at the top of the page).  A drop 

down menu will appear, choose Communities of Practice.  A teacher can register, create a profile, add friends, change avatars (pictures), 

make a blog, make posts, and much more.  

CoP is a valuable resource for all Ag teachers; however it seems to be much underutilized. 

 

Communities of  Practice 
Presented by Sarah Shriner  

Recorded by Sara Kreh 

July 7, 2009   3:00 ð 3:50 pm 

To start the workshop off we watched an informational video from NAAE on what Communities of Practice is. Communities of Practice 

is a networking site that connects agriculture educators across the nation. It allows teachers the opportunity to share resources such as 

worksheets, advice on subjects and lesson plans. The site is graded by peers and posted by peers. To access members visit www.naae.org 

and click on the link communities of practice, located on the home page. During the workshop every participant made an account. 

Currently there are 32 communities with new discussions and resources posted every day. Anyone may visit the Communities of Practice 

site as a guest; however making an account allows the member to be able to post information, worksheets, etc. Teachers can use this site 

to post worksheets and other information for students to receive for homework. The best feature about this site is that the site is free to 

anyone who would like to use the program.  

 

Communities of  Practice 
Presented by: Sarah Shriner 

Recorded by Andrew Atwell  

July 7, 2009   3:00 ð 3:50 pm 

We started off with introductions, and then we discussed what the Communities of Practices was like a facebook or myspace.  Then we 

watched a video put out by the NAAE to explain what the Communities of Practices  was and how it could be used.  After that, we 

started a power point that explained what Communities of Practices and discussed the various features.  Then we all logged on to the 

website and started to register out own profile.  After everyone had registered, we got logged in and began to explore the site.  As we were 

exploring, we added each other as friends. 

 

There also was a handout about how to use the site.  

 

This workshop will be very useful to Maryland agricultural educators if they use it.  I feel that it will be great for the younger teachers to 

share new ideas.  I think it will be a great resource for me. 
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 REGION I Meeting 
Recorded by: Andrew Atwell 

June 7, 2009 5:00 ð 6:00 pm 

 

The first item discussed in the Region I NAAE meeting was the 
regional CDE events.  Lee Heavner motioned and it was agreed 
upon that the annual regional CDE events of Public Speaking 
and Agricultural Mechanics will be held the first Wednesday in 
March, which will be March the 3rd, with a snow date of the 
following week of March the 10th.   The regional agricultural 
mechanics will be mailed out by Cody Pine.  It will follow the 
national theme.  Soil Judging will be held on the state level 
October the 18th, on the western shore of Maryland.  Another 
CDE coming is the Forestry contest on July the 17th at Allegheny 
College, registration will begin 9:30 am and the actual contest will begin at 10 am.  Will be ordering hoagies for 5 bucks like always.  
The theme for the Forestry contest this year will be: How can forest management reduce carbon footprints? 

 

Livestock judging will be held at the Howard County Fairgrounds on August the 15th, with registration at 9 am and the actual 
contest beginning at 10 am.  Steve Kisner and Richard McCrobie expressed concern that it was the sale day of the Garrett County 
Fair, and that they may not be able to make it.  Also, Lee Heavner is supposed to talk to Aaron Geiman about Dairy Judging. 

 

Steve Garland was nominated the regional coordinator for the Region I which includes Washington, Allegheny and Garrett 
counties.   

 

Lee Heavner has a new e-mail: lee.heavner@acps.k12.md.us 

Matt Koerner is also going to host the regional leadership conference at Frostburg. 

Tractor Driving will take 2 contestants from Garret and Washington counties to the state contest at the state fair. 

Spring judging at College Park will be on April 13 this coming spring in college park. 

 

The subject about convention came up and moving it back to the school year.  It was felt that the convention was a flop over the 
summer because of the acceptance to college and prior summer commitments and work.   It was deeply EXPRESSED that it 
should not be held at the University of Maryland.  The reason behind is how will a single sex department monitor all students, and 
the issue of bringing everything with the student.  IT SHOULD NOT BE HELD AT THIS VENUE!   Also, the option was 
discussed of maybe the point of bringing the convention back to the old Clarion hotel in Hagerstown.  It has since been 
remodeled and it has improved compared to the last time the state FFA convention was there. 

 

Also, the possibility of MATA having winter workshops again would be nice.  Winter is a good down time for this region. 

 

The cheers and jeers discussed about the MATA with the discussion of standardization.  WE NEED TO GET OFF OUR 
BUTTS AND MOVE!  The strategic plan needs to get a committee and get it done.  We could possibly track the success of our 
programs by linking the Ag program to the HSAõs.  Something like linking the HSAõs to the point that Ag students do better with 
the Biology and the Science HSAõs.  MATA and MAEF could also partner with the committee to work on the standardization of 
the curriculum. 

 

The last item for business was that possibility of changing the location of spring judging.  We could possibly bring in people from 
industry, and hold the CDEõs at a variety of locations.  They could also have it at a fair, and make it a lot simpler and for the 
teachers. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 pm 

 

mailto:lee.heavner@acps.k12.md.us


Region II Meeting 
Recorded by Kimberly Fogle  

June 7, 2009 5:00 ð 6:00 pm  

 

At the region II meeting the Frederick County teachers talked about several topics. 
The first topics discussed were about FFA events. They talked about the possibility of 
moving events to different dates--- some earlier/some later. Next they brought up the 
Greenhand Program at the Frederick Fair. They debated on whether to keep the 
program the same or change it and add all chapter awards. The decision was to keep 
the Greenhand program as it is, and not add chapter awards--- because majority of 
teachers give them at their chapter banquets. However it was mentioned that there will 

be short comments/passages during the Greenhand program. Moving on to other Fair business it was mentioned that Ag. Science Day 
at the Frederick Fair needed to have good presenters. It was said that majority of the schools participate and that there needs to be at 
least three presenters. The Frederick County teachers brainstormed about many possible workshop titles. The ideas included in the 
discussion were: -atv/tractor/mule safety -vet demonstration   -horticulture/floriculture -poultry/egg  -Mechanics
  -k9/obedience/agility  -alpacas   -livestock/horse/dairy 

Ending the meeting it was asked if anyone was thinking about running for a MATA office and to have all teachers bring community 
show dates for their school to the next regional meeting, held in August.  

 

   Region III Meeting 
Recorded by Kristy Brewer  

June 7, 2009 5:00 ð 6:00 pm  

Kyle Olsen: Stethem Center in Charles County 

Lori Mayhem:  Damascus High School in Montgomery County 

Kyle is in the process of starting an FFA Alumni chapter to help keep interest alive in the Ag program.  He is 
also implementing a combination of Purdue and Penn Stateõs tractor safety program into his class room. 

Lori is contemplating the National Ag Quality Program standard.  She is also trying to convert all of her 
curriculum to CAERT.  Overall, numbers are down and it seems that career and votech are not popular 
choices anymore.   

 

 

Region IV 
Recorded by Sarah Kreh  

June 7, 2009 5:00 ð 6:00 pm  

The Region IV meeting started off introducing themselves stating their name and 
school. The regional FFA board representative stayed the same with Joe Linthicum as 
the main representative and Diane Safar as the alternate. The regional members decided 
that they would like to see a hard copy of the pointõs deductions on official dress. It was 
discussed to speak about this at next board meeting concerning the fact that each team 
for state competitions should be provided with a hard copy of the pointõs deductions. 
This way all the students and teacher are clear on the rules. Region IV would also like to 
see a workshop an agricultural mechanics CDE workshop for the 2010 MATA 
conference.   

 

Regional CDEõs including : Tractor operators 9 am July 24th, 2009, there will be no specific dress required and top 4  individuals will 
proceed to state.  Public Speaking & Parliamentary Procedure will be at FSK during national FFA week, Saturday Feb. 27th, 2010 at 
9am and  Ag Mechanics will also be at FSK during national FFA week, Saturday Feb. 27th, 2010 at 9am.   

 

State CDEõs : Tractor Operators will be August 25th, 2009, 3pm at the State Fair Grounds in front of the grandstand. 

Horse Judging July 29th, 2009, will be at 9am at the Delaware State Fairgrounds.  
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Region V 
Recorded by Cole Bishop 

June 7, 2009 5:00 ð 6:00 pm  

At the Region V meeting their was low attendance from the counties, but important 
information was discussed. The teachers discussed the following topics: 

Contacting UMES for a regional agricultural mechanics and tractor driving CDEõs.  

UMES is still holding the public speaking.   

 

Discussed how itõs hard to get students involved in FFA because most of their 
programs are two years only.  Discussed finding a new  regional representative for 
FFA (currently it is Susan Sanger).  

 

Discussed the lack of involvement in the local FFA and Agricultural programs 

They need to talk to Susan about public speaking for this year. 

 

These meetings work very well to get the teachers to discuses regional activities and help to work on future events.  

    

 

Livestock Judging with Bruce and Claire Bennett 
Recorded by Lee Heavner 

July 8, 2009 8:00-9:30am 

The workshop that the Bennettõs presented was informative. They were 
knowledgeable in the livestock judging issues. They explained in terms that were 
understandable in the way that a student should go about in placing animals in a 
judging practice. 

 

The teacherõs received information that can be used in the teaching students about 
livestock judging. It was a very good workshop. 

 

 

 

Livestock Judging with Bruce and Claire Bennett 
Recorded by Heather Schaefer 

July 8th, 2009 9:50-11:20 am 

On Wednesday July 8th, 2009 at 10:00am Bruce Bennett and his daughter Claire 
Bennett lead an interesting and informative demonstration about livestock judging. 
Joe Linthicum, Ag Educator at FSK High School provided class participants with a 
packet of useful information to assist in preparing for livestock evaluation CDE. 
Participants then had the opportunity to evaluate a class of market lambs.  

 

Participants learned how to place a class of market lambs. Bruce discussed key points 
about livestock evaluation contests. Claire gave a set of reasons and discussed 
terminology to use when giving reasons. Overall the livestock evaluation session was 
useful and informative for participants.  

 

This presentation was very relevant to my program and class. If this becomes a requirement, it will be helpful. It would also be nice to 
incorporate into student portfolios. This was very useful and helpful. I plan on starting to use this in my classes.   


